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Progress Report

Local governments and development organizations in the Bi-State Region self-reported 63 significant 
economic development projects that were completed in FY 2014.  The full list of completed, underway, and 
planned projects is located in an accompanying addendum.  Projects listed include only those that involved 
some type of government assistance or development organization assistance.  The listing is not exhaustive 
but is provided to show an overview of the key economic events occurring in the region.  From the 63 projects 
listed, an estimated 1,046 jobs were created and 1,075 jobs were retained.  Bi-State Regional Commission 
staff has used estimates to calculate the job impact of projects where such data was not readily available.  Job 
estimates are based on historical data from the CEDS process.

The following is a progress report toward the goals and objectives set in the 2011 CEDS.  The table at the end 
of this section lists reported business expansions and dislocation in Fiscal Year 2014.  A full list of economically 
significant projects supporting these goals can be found in the projects addendum accompanying the 2014 
CEDS Progress Report.  The full list is self-reported by local governments and economic development 
organizations.

2011 CEDS Goals and Objectives

A.	 Foster public-private and intergovernmental partnerships to address economic 
development needs in the Region while emphasizing cooperation over competition.

1.	 Continue to foster coordination among Local Economic Development Organizations (LEDOs)

•	 The partnership between Bi-State Regional Commission, the Quad Cities Chamber of 
Commerce, and multiple stakeholders to create an implementation plan for a regional Metal 
and Multi-Materials Innovation Hub is one example of the region’s dedication to this goal.

2.	 Maintain Economic Development Professions (EDP) networking meetings

•	 EDP networking meetings are held throughout the region where information and projects 
are shared.  They serve as a forum to foster communication within the region.  Networking 
meetings are convened by multiple organizations including but not limited to Chambers of 
Commerce, the Henry County Economic Development Partnership, and institutions of higher 
learning.

B.	 Work together as a region to attract, retain, and create businesses.

1.	 Create 1,500 jobs, retain 3,500 jobs, and expand wealth by $2.8 billion in the next five years

•	 In the past year alone, local governments reported an estimated 1,046 jobs created and 1,075 
retained.  It should be noted that for infrastructure projects, the number of jobs created and 
retained relate directly to the construction project and not to any potential business expansion 
that may result of infrastructure improvements.

C.	 Maintain and provide infrastructure, including technology that supports business 
growth and expansion.

1.	 Complete the Bi-State Region Long Range Transportation Plan
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•	 Completed June 22, 2011.  Work has begun on the next update due June 30, 2016, including 
a $300,000 study of household travel completed this year.

2.	 Continue to seek federal, state, and local funding of I-74

•	 $88 million in federal funding has been received.  Both Iowa and Illinois Departments of 
Transportation have committed to completion of the central bridge section at a cost of $870 
million.  Over $20 million in preparatory road work will begin this year in Bettendorf and 
Moline Central Business Districts.

3.	 Construct EDA-funded Regional Transload Facility at Eastern Iowa Industrial Center

•	 The regional Transload Facility is currently under construction.  The target completion date is 
July 1, 2015.

4.	 Construct EDA-funded road and site improvements at River Tech adjacent to QC campus of 
Western Illinois University

•	 Completed March 2012

5.	 Receive EDA funding for, and construct water and sewer infrastructure to Triumph Foods site in 
East Moline

•	 A final attempt for funding was made in December 2011; however EDA did not provide 
funding for infrastructure improvements at the Triumph Foods site in East Moline, Illinois.   
Triumph has put its plans for the plant on hold indefinitely. 

6.	 Continue to seek federal, state, and local funding for water, sewer, and storm water improvements 
across the region

•	 Multiple local governments have reported significant improvements to their water, stormwater, 
and wastewater systems.  These projects provide the infrastructure needed to support economic 
development and are listed in the completed projects section of the Addendum Project List. 
One project of note is the City of Davenport Westside Sewer Diversion Tunnel that opened up 
northwest Davenport for potential development.  It is estimated that the sewer project could 
create approximately 20,000 jobs in the future.

7.	 As a region, support opportunities for infrastructure development that support alternative fuel 
initiatives

•	 Patriot Renewable Fuel announced in June its intent to produce cellulosic ethanol as an 
advanced biofuel.  In addition, many of the transit systems have been actively transitioning 
from diesel fuel to compressed natural gas for its busses.  In September 2013, Henry County 
collected its first property tax payment from Invenergy who developed the Bishop Hill wind 
energy farms.

•	 Bi-State Regional Commission continues to seek sustainable infrastructure development that 
supports multi-modal transportation and development of alternative fuels.  Portions of local 
government vehicle and transit fleets have been converted to compressed natural gas and 
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hybrids.  Bi-State is also releasing a Request for Proposals to conduct an updated freight/
intermodal transportation system study for the region to improve efficiencies in freight 
movement.

D.	 Promote quality of life opportunities.

1.	 Support restored and continued federal and state funding of Quad Cities to Chicago Passenger 
Rail

•	 The Quad Cities to Chicago passenger rail service was awarded $230 million in a federal 
grant, and the project is scheduled to be completed in Fiscal Years 2015/2016.

2.	 Continue to pursue projects that redevelop the Mississippi riverfront

•	 Veteran’s Memorial in the City of Davenport is a Mississippi Riverfront redevelopment 
project that is currently underway.  The City of Moline is continuing development of RiverTech 
infrastructure by Western Illinois University.  The City of Rock Island invested in their riverfront 
as well, recently installing a transient boat dock at Schwiebert Park.  The City of Muscatine will 
be redeveloping River Drive and building a convention center.  New Boston is redeveloping 
park and campgrounds on the riverfront.

3.	 Expand local trail network interconnectivity with neighborhoods, other local trails, and national 
trails such as the Mississippi River Trail and American Discovery Trail.

•	 The City of Buffalo recently completed a Mississippi River Trail alignment study to connect into 
the MRT system.  Additionally, Bettendorf completed work on the Crow Creek Trail and the 
Iowa DOT widened U.S. 67 shoulders to LeClaire.

E.	 Continue to pursue redevelopment of blighted, vacant, and environmentally challenged 
sites to make the best use of existing infrastructure.

1.	 Complete currently underway downtown living projects such as Jackson Square Apartments in 
Rock Island and Enterprise Lofts in Moline

•	 Both Jackson Square Apartments and Enterprise Lofts have been completed.  Local 
governments continue to focus on downtown living projects.  In total, more than 275 housing 
units have been complete or are underway within the Bi-State Region.

2.	 Identify and complete other downtown redevelopment opportunities

•	 Multiple local governments have undertaken studies to identify projects in their downtowns 
such as infrastructure, building and façade improvements, open space planning, and historic 
designation.  Several downtown redevelopment opportunities have been identified in the 
Addendum as completed, underway, or planned.

3.	 Redevelop blighted retail centers

•	 South Park Mall in Moline is currently being renovated as well as the 11th Street Corridor in 
Rock Island.
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F.	 Reinforce and expand mechanisms that build human capital.

1.	 Support continued construction of the Western Illinois University Quad Cities campus

•	 Western Illinois University Riverfront Campus Phase II is currently under construction.

2.	 Support continued growth and success of existing higher education institutions in the region

•	 The John Deere Foundation has awarded St. Ambrose University a $500,000 grant to support 
its Industrial Engineering and Mechanical Engineering programs.  Augustana College, 
Blackhawk Community College, Eastern Iowa Community Colleges, St. Ambrose University, 
and Western Illinois University have all made significant investments to the buildings on 
their campuses, as well as improving the quality of education and programs provided at their 
facilities.  

G.	 Support continued government and private sector operations at the Rock Island Arsenal 
and the concept of the Arsenal as a federal campus for the Bi-State Region.

1.	 Support the existence and work of the Rock Island Arsenal Development Group

•	 The Rock Island Arsenal Alliance helps coordinate community support of the Rock Island 
Arsenal.  Members include Rock Island Arsenal Development Group, Bi-State Regional 
Commission, Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce, and local government officials.

2.	 Support efforts to strengthen existing legislation such as the Arsenal Support Program and the 
Arsenal Act

•	 The FY2012 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) provided contracting flexibility to the 
Rock Island Arsenal.  The 2012NDAA gave the Arsenal’s manufacturing center the unlimited 
ability to partner with the private sector.

•	 The United States Armey has allocated $110 million in funding for the Arsenal through the 
Arsenal Sustainment Initiative, which will help ensure that the Arsenal remains competitive as 
its bids on additional workload through its partnerships with the private sector.

3.	 Encourage the establishment of Government Services Administration (GSA) programs at the 
Arsenal

•	 Local governments and development organizations continue to promote the Arsenal’s ability 
to host public and private sector agencies.

H.	 Remain mindful of the negative economic impacts caused by economic downturns and 
natural or manmade disasters, and seek opportunities to develop an economy that is 
robust in its ability to withstand and recover from such events.  

1.	 Complete and update as necessary local hazard mitigation plans

•	 Scott County, IA’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan was completed in August 2012.  
Henry County, IL’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan is currently under FEMA review 
for approval.  Muscatine County, IA’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan update is 
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currently underway.  Rock Island County, IL’s Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Update 
received its grant award in May 2014 and will begin the updating process in July 2014.

•	 An Emergency Communication Actualization Plan for Rock Island County was completed in 
2014, and an Evacuation Plan for the Illinois Bi-State Region completed in 2014 provides 
resource guide for evacuation events.  

2.	 Prepare as a Region to respond to proposed future BRAC-related reductions at the Arsenal

•	 Local governments and development organizations continue to work on preventing job loss 
at the Arsenal and expanding its presence as a federal facility.  Quad Cities area governments 
continue to fund a Washington D.C.-based lobbyist to help inform federal legislators of the 
Arsenal’s economic value and military importance.

I.	 Encourage projects that incorporate sustainable methods, practices, and activities that 
positively affect the Bi-State economy and its quality of life.

1.	 Identify eligible projects and apply for funding under the EDA Global Climate Change Mitigation 
Incentive Fund

•	 The GCCMIF is no longer a funded EDA program.

2.	 Identify and promote projects that diversify the housing stock in the Region

•	 As previously discussed, multiple downtown housing projects have been completed and are 
underway throughout the Bi-State Region.

3.	 Complete and update as necessary local sustainability plans

•	 The Iowa Initiative for Sustainable Communities conducted a year-long partnership with the 
City of Muscatine to develop projects that implement the goals and objectives of the City’s 
master plan and Blue Zones recommendations.  

Performance Measures
The provided measures and results are based on information routinely tracked as part 
of the CEDS process.  Much of this information is self-reported and anecdotal; however 
when viewed in concert with statistically valid measures such as federal or state labor 
force data, this information can provide a more complete understanding of the Region’s 
economy.

A.	 Number of jobs created in the Region

1.	 Indicators on job expansion in the region are positive.  Local governments and development 
organizations indicated their efforts resulted in 1,046 new jobs in FY 2014 (see addendum for 
Project List).  Given that no official number of net job growth exists, the best indicator may come 
from estimates.  Economic modeling software from EMSI puts the region’s net gain in jobs at 
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1,702 for a total job count of 223,869 region-wide.

B.	 Number of jobs retained in the Region

1.	 Local governments and development organizations in the region self-reported an estimated 
1,075 jobs retained (see addendum for Project List) in the past Fiscal Year.

C.	 Number and types of investment in the Region since the last CEDS update

1.	 Local governments and development organizations self-reported 63 locally-significant economic 
development related projects completed in the region since July 1, 2013.  These projects included 
industrials and retail expansion as well as infrastructure improvements (see addendum for 
Project List).  

D.	 Amount of private sector investment in the Region

1.	 Local governments and development organizations self reported approximately $423 million in 
private sector investment in significant economic development projects in the region since July 1, 
2013.  See the Addendum for a detailed project list.

E.	 Economic changes in the Region since the last CEDS update

1.	 The region is showing signs of continued, but slow, recovery in FY 2014.  The unemployment 
rating is improving and the Gross Region Product is growing.  Yet retail sales and total labor 
force shows a slight decline.  Several significant expansions were announced by employers, but 
the region also experienced losses in FY 2014.  Table 1 summarizes key expansions and losses for 
FY 2014, as tracked by local governments and development organizations.
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List of Known Major Expansions or Dislocations in FY 2014

Employer Location Type
Jobs 

Added
Jobs 

Retained
Jobs 
Lost

Net Jobs 
Impact

Status

FedEx Rock Island, IL Expansion 0 0 0 0 Underway

Genesis Systems Davenport, IA Expansion 9 2 0 11 Complete

Lewis Machine Tool Davenport, IA Expansion 0 163 0 163 Complete

HARDI North America, Inc. Davenport, IA Expansion 24 0 0 24 Complete

Hill & Valley, Inc. Rock Island, IL Expansion 25 0 0 25 Underway

Gray Machine & Welding Rock Island, IL Expansion 12 0 0 12 Complete

Promotion Support Services Davenport, IA Expansion 14 0 0 14 Complete

Roemer Machine Davenport, IA Expansion/Retention 0 20 0 20 Complete

Schebler Riverdale, IA Expansion 3 4 0 7 Complete

Alter Barge Rock Island, IL Expansion 9 0 0 9 Complete

Colohub Bettendorf, IA Expansion 13 0 0 13 Complete

MATCON East Moline, IL Expansion 150 0 0 150 Complete

Von Maur Davenport, IA Expansion/Retention 10 315 0 325 Complete

JMF Manufacturing East Moline, IL Expansion/Retention 15 35 0 50 Complete

ALCOA New Product Line Expansion Riverdale, IA Expansion 150 200 0 350 Complete

Shopko-Joevans Bettendorf, IA Expansion/Retention 250 0 0 250 Complete

Elmore Marketplace Davenport, IA Expansion 35 0 0 35 Complete

Maxx Industries Davenport, IA Expansion 10 0 0 10 Complete

Fidlar Technologies Davenport, IA Expansion/Retention 4 44 0 48 Complete

Cargill Plant Expansion New Boston, IL Retention 0 10 0 10 Complete

Crawford Company Rock Island, IL Expansion 5 0 0 5 Complete

Bent River Rock Island, IL Expansion/Retention 13.5 2 0 15.5 Complete

GSTC Logistics Distribution Facility Muscatine, IA Expansion 50 0 20 30 Underway

HNI Oak Laminate Facility Muscatine, IA Expansion 10 100 0 110 Underway

Heinz Muscatine, IA Expansion 130 0 0 130 Underway

Mid-American Glass Davenport, IA Expansion 13 13 0 26 Underway

Miracle Tools Davenport, IA Expansion 21 66 0 87 Underway

Verizon Call Center Davenport, IA Dislocation 0 0 80 -80 Complete

Family Resources Davenport, IA Dislocation 0 0 45 -45 Complete

American TV & Appliance Davenport, IA Dislocation 0 0 83 -83 Complete

Genesis Hospital Davenport, IA Dislocation 0 0 80 -80 Underway

SUM 975.5 974 308 1641.5

Source: Data Collected by Bi-State Regional Commission through various resources including media reports, Chambers of Commerce and local 
government records

$ = Bi-State or Mercer-Muscatine County Revolving Loan Fund Recipient
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Analysis

Overview

Fiscal year 2014 (July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014) shows signs of continued recovery for the Bi-State Region, 
with encouraging results in the latest official measures of Gross Regional Product (GRP), hotel sales tax, and 
unemployment rate.  These improving trends are tempered by a decline in retail sales and regional labor 
force.  However, data from a recent laborshed analysis indicates available labor is greater than the official 
federal statistic.

The following analysis section covers key economic measures for the region.  Not all data sets are available 
for the current fiscal year.  Whenever current fiscal year data are not available, the most current data are 
provided.  Additional data can be found in the Socioeconomic Profile section of this report.

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)

•	 After a slight decline in 2009, the GDP for the region has increased by 11.7% in 2012

•	 The annual average GDP over the past 5 years was $17,421,000 for the Davenport-Moline-Rock 
Island, IA-IL Metropolitan Statistical Area (DMRI, IA-IL MSA)*.

•	 in 2012, the GDP for the MSA was $18,566,000 

The GDP of the Davenport-
Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL 
MSA* makes up 2.7% of 
the total GDP in Illinois 
and 12.2% in Iowa.

GDP - Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL MSA*

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

* Note:  Data is only available for the DMRI, IA-IL MSA, which includes Scott County, Iowa and Henry, Mercer, and Rock Island 
Counties in Illinois.  The area is locally referred to as the Quad Cities.
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Employment

•	 Over the past 5 years, the Bi-State Region’s annual average unemployment rate peaked in Calendar 
Year (CY) 2010 at 8.4%.

•	 The Bi-State Region’s annual average unemployment rate has remained below the U.S. 
Unemployment rate.

•	 The region’s labor force has decreased from 226,835 in 2009 to 222,737 in 2013, a 1.97% decrease.  

Call Out – Decrease in labor force is attributable to factors such as workers leaving labor force to seek 
training or education, or are no longer actively seeking employment.  

Laborshed

•	 A laborshed is defined as the area from which an employment center draws its labor.

•	 The Quad Cities Chamber of Commerce 2012 Laborshed Study shows that the laborshed is over 
530,000 people.

•	 Map 2 on page ___ from the study shows commuter concentration by place of residence into the 
Quad Cities.

Employment

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Illinois Department of Employment Securities, and Iowa Workforce Development
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Key Industries 

•	 The Bi-State Region’s key industries represent the region’s roots in manufacturing, remaining 
largely manufacturing based.

•	 This supports the Region’s move to apply to be one of 12 federally designated Manufacturing 
Communities as part of the Investing in Manufacturing Communities Partnership grant 
implementation plan currently underway.

•	 The top five industry sectors for each county in the Bi-State Region are shown on Map 3 on page 
___.

Projected Job Growth

•	 Bi-State Regional Commission utilized Economic Modeling Specialists Inc. (EMSI) to identify possible 
future economic trends.

•	 From 2014 to 2015 EMSI predicts growth of 1,759 jobs from employers located within the region, 
bringing total jobs to 225,628.  

•	 Health Care and Social Assistance; Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services; and Management 
of Companies and Enterprises stand out in terms of percent of new job growth.  

•	 Table ___ shows more detail on jobs by industry in the Bi-State Region.
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Bi-State Region Projected Job Growth

NAICS 
Code

Description
2014 
Jobs

2015 
Jobs

Change
% 

Change

2014 
National 
Location 
Quotient

2015 
National 
Location 
Quotient

2013 Avg. 
Earnings 
Per Job

31 Manufacturing 30,819 30,789  (30) 0% 1.75 1.77 $71,510

90 Government 30,580 30,659 79 0% 0.86 0.86 $63,967

62 Health Care and Social Assistance 27,161 27,905 744 3% 0.98 0.99 $48,736

44 Retail Trade 25,143 25,179 36 0% 1.07 1.07 $31,172

72 Accommodation and Food Services 17,557 17,720 163 1% 0.95 0.95 $16,867

56
Administrative and Support 
and Waste Management and 
Remediation Services

14,170 14,241 71 1% 1.01 1.01 $33,229

23 Construction 11,511 11,667 156 1% 1.01 1.03 $58,804

81
Other Services (except 
Public Administration)

11,167 11,293 126 1% 1.00 1.00 $24,172

42 Wholesale Trade 10,560 10,611 51 0% 1.20 1.20 $74,020

54
Professional, Scientific, 
and Technical Services

8,573 8,856 283 3% 0.61 0.61 $63,194

52 Finance and Insurance 7,665 7,705 40 1% 0.84 0.84 $71,963

48 Transportation and Warehousing 7,180 7,273 93 1% 1.00 1.00 $52,869

55
Management of Companies 
and Enterprises

6,272 6,451 179 3% 2.06 2.10 $173,692

61 Educational Services (Private) 4,884 4,827  (57)  (1%) 0.85 0.82 $33,939

71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 2,861 2,817  (44)  (2%) 0.77 0.75 w$19,228

51 Information 2,557 2,517  (40)  (2%) 0.62 0.62 $51,638

11
Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fishing and Hunting

1,943 1,940  (3) 0% 0.71 0.72 $37,701

53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 1,691 1,668  (23)  (1%) 0.46 0.46 $39,086

22 Utilities 1,422 1,361  (61)  (4%) 1.75 1.68 $142,037

21
Mining, Quarrying, and 
Oil and Gas Extraction

151 147  (4)  (3%) 0.12 0.11 $62,807

  Total 223,869 225,628 1,759 1%     $53,660

Source: QCEW Employees, Non-QCEW Employees & Self Employed – EMSI 2014.1 Class of Worker
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Housing

•	 Overall building permits have remained fairly steady over the past five years. The region saw a low 
in 2009 with 433 issued permits and a high of 615 permits in 2011.

•	 Single family permits have increased by 33.7% from 2009-2013

•	 Multi-family permits have increased by 12.5% from 2009-2013

Residential Building Permits - Bi-State Region Annual Total

Single Family Permits Multi-Family Permits Total Permits
2009 409 24 433

2010 454 41 495

2011 602 13 615

2012 577 11 588

2013 547 27 574

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Building Permit Estimates (Total buildings)

Hotel Sales Tax

•	 After experiencing a decline, tax revenue has increased by an average of 6.4% a year since 2010

•	 Hotel tax revenue has grown by 17.4% since 2009

•	 Occupancy rates has increased by 4.4% since 2009

Over the past five years 
there has been an average 
of 541 residential building 
permits issued annually

Hotel Tax Revenue and Occupancy Rates

Source: Quad Cities Convention and Visitor’s Bureau (QCCVB)

Note: Data is collected by the QCCVB for Scott County, IA; Rock Island County, IL; Mercer County, IL; Warren County, 
IL; and Henderson County, IL.
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Map 3 – Key Industries in the Bi-State Region
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Map 3 – Key Industries in the Bi-State Region

Key Industries
The top five industry sectors for 
each county in the Bi-State 
Region are shown on the map, 
based on Location Quotient 
(LQ) and total jobs.  LQ is a 
measure of the concentration 
of a certain industry sector in 
an area relative to the 
concentration of that industry 
sector in the U.S.  An area’s 
LQs can be used to quickly 
describe the industries that 
make up the economic base 
of a region.
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The top five industry sectors for 
each county in the Bi-State 
Region are shown on the map, 
based on Location Quotient 
(LQ) and total jobs.  LQ is a 
measure of the concentration 
of a certain industry sector in 
an area relative to the 
concentration of that industry 
sector in the U.S.  An area’s 
LQs can be used to quickly 
describe the industries that 
make up the economic base 
of a region.
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Retail Sales

•	 The region averages $5,200,000 in retail sales annually (not inflation adjusted)

•	 In current dollars retail sales have grow by 3.1% from 2009-2013, however when adjusted for 
inflation the region actually saw a decrease in sales of 5.1%.

•	 Over the past year retail sales have seen a slight decline of 0.2% (or -1.6% adjusted for inflation)

Retail Sales for the Bi-State Region
Actual sales Inflation adjusted (2013 dollars)

FY 2009 $5,163,316,081 $5,606,634,780

FY 2010 $5,006,183,061 $5,348,283,800

FY 2011 $5,144,611,401 $5,327,991,790

FY 2012 $5,333,422,072 $5,411,543,810

FY 2013 $5,323,554,695 $5,323,554,695

Source: Illinois Department of Revenue;  Iowa Department of Revenue; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI Calculator

Note: FY = July 1 - June 30

Retail Sales for the Bi-State Region

Source: Illinois Department of Revenue;  Iowa Department of Revenue; and U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, CPI Calculator

Note: FY = July 1 - June 30

$4,700,000,000

$4,800,000,000

$4,900,000,000

$5,000,000,000

$5,100,000,000

$5,200,000,000

$5,300,000,000

$5,400,000,000

$5,500,000,000

$5,600,000,000

$5,700,000,000

FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013

Actual Sales Inflation Adjusted (2013 dollars)



Analysis

23

Quality of Life

This section assesses the quality of life in the Bi-State Region. Data on a cost of living index and a local arts 
index is presented for the Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL Metropolitan Statistical Area (DMRI, IA-IL 
MSA)*. Recreational amenities and attractions, events, and festivals are presented for the Bi-State Region as 
a whole, which includes the DMRI, IA-IL MSA*, as well as Muscatine County, Iowa.

Cost of Living Index

The Council for Community and Economic Research (C2ER) provides a cost of living index to assess how 
affordable the DMRI, IA-IL MSA* is compared to the U.S national composite score of 100. Lower scores 
indicate lower prices and costs for consumers. The DMRI, IA-IL MSA* has a cost of living that is competitive 
with other similar peer groups in the Midwest.

Cost of Living Index Scores

Metropolitan 
Statistical Area

Composite 
Score

Grocery Housing Utilities Transportation Health 
Care

Misc. 

Davenport-Moline-Rock 
Island, IA-IL MSA*

95.7 86.8 100.9 85.5 111.5 95.1 92.4

Ames, IA 96.0 87.2 99.4 86.2 101.8 99.9 97.0

Cedar Rapids, IA 91.9 86.8 82.7 102.3 94.8 101.7 95.6

Chicago IL 115.3 98.4 136.2 98.9 124.4 97.9 109.6

Des Moines, IA 90.3 85.5 86.0 89.6 96.3 93.8 93.1

Kansas City, MO 99.2 95.8 92.3 110.6 98.5 96.5 103.3

Peoria, IL 99.6 89.3 100.7 96.0 108.5 96.0 101.1

Rockford, IL 90.9 86.6 81.5 91.2 100.6 104.6 94.3

Springfield, IL 94.3 90.9 94.2 77.2 105.0 109.8 94.5

Source: C2ER, Cost of Living Index, 2013 Annual Average Data.  Note:  The U.S. composite score = 100.  Scores less than 100 
indicate lower costs for comsumers.

* Note:  Data is only available for the DMRI, IA-IL MSA, which includes Scott County, Iowa and Henry, Mercer, and Rock Island 
Counties in Illinois.  The area is locally referred to as the Quad Cities.

The DMRI, IA-IL MSA has a 
per capita consumption of 
$347.83 in arts and culture, 
which is comparable to the 
other metro areas.

Arts and culture consumer 
expenditures is defined as 
spending on entertainment 
admission fees, 
recorded media, musical 
instruments, photographic 
equipment and supplies, 
and reading materials.
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Per Capita Consumer Expenditures

Source: Americans for the Arts, “Local Arts Index”, 2009 – 2013 Data

Creative Industries

Source: Americans for the Arts, “Local Arts Index”, 2009 – 2013 Data.

The Davenport-Moline-
Rock Island, IA-IL MSA has 
approximately 758 creative 
industries per 100,000 
people.

Creative industries include 
firms in design, education, 
arts and culture, and tech-
savvy services.

Innovative and 
entrepreneurial professions 
help spur economic growth 
and diversify the region’s 
industries.

Cultural Amenities

Americans for the Arts conducts a yearly Local Arts Index to assess cultural metrics for various counties in 
the U.S. Three indicators of cultural amenities have been selected to demonstrate aspects of quality of life.

* Note:  Data is referenced for the DMRI, IA-IL MSA, which includes Scott County, Iowa and Henry, Mercer, and Rock Island Counties in Illinois.  The area is locally referred to as 
the Quad Cities.
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Sites on the National Register of Historic Places

Source: Americans for the Arts, “Local Arts Index”, 2009 – 2013 Data

According to the National 
Register of Historic Places, 
the Davenport-Moline-Rock 
Island, IA-IL MSA has 87 
nationally historic places 
per 100,000 people. 

Muscatine County alone 
has roughly 61 nationally 
historic sites per 100,000 
people, which is more than 
twice the national average 
of 28 sites per 100,000 
people. 

Recreational Amenities 

The Bi-State Region includes not just cultural amenities, such as arts and theatre, but also trails, parks, and 
a wide variety of greenways, parkways, and waterways including the Mississippi River, Rock River, and Cedar 
River. The following recreational amenities listed below are just a sample of what the region has to offer.

Selected Recreational Amenities in the Bi-State Region
Trails Location
Iowa Mississippi River Trail Muscatine Co. & Scott Co. 

Illinois Great River Trail Mercer Co., Rock Island Co. & Scott Co.

Duck Creek Parkway Trail Scott Co.

Hennepin Canal State Parkway Trail Henry Co. & Rock Island Co.

Arsenal Island Bike Trail Rock Island Co.

Kiwanis Trail Rock Island Co.

Landmarks & Cultural Heritage
German American Heritage Center Davenport, IA

Family Museum Bettendorf, IA

John Deere Commons Moline, IL

Arsenal Museum Rock Island, IL

Ryan Round Barn Kewanee, IL
Continued, next page

* Note:  Data is referenced for the DMRI, IA-IL MSA, which includes Scott County, Iowa and Henry, Mercer, and Rock Island Counties in Illinois.  The area is locally referred to as 
the Quad Cities.
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Landmarks & Cultural Heritage, cont.
Pearl Button Museum Muscatine, IA

Bishop Hill Historic District Bishop Hill, IL

Source: Aledo Main Street Association, Henry County Illinois Tourism Bureau, Muscatine Convention and Tourism Bureau, Quad 
Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau

Attractions, Events, and Festivals

Attractions, Events, and Festivals in the Region provide both an economic impact to the area, drawing visitors 
and residents alike, as well as helping to improve the quality of life for area residents.  A sample of the 
Region’s offerings is listed below.

Selected Attractions, Festivals, and Events in the Bi-State Region
Attractions, Festivals, and Events
Annawan Canal Ambush Mini Triathlon Annawan, IL

Antique Engine Tractor Association Festival Atkinson, IL

Atkinson Motorsports Park Atkinson, IL

Cardboard Regatta Colona, IL

Great Mississippi Valley Fair Davenport, IA

Great River Days Muscatine, IA

Jackson Concert Series Muscatine, IA

John Deere Classic Golf Tournament Silvis, IL

Julmarknad (Christmas Market) Bishop Hill, IL

Mississippi Valley Blues Festival Davenport, IA

Muscatine Aquatic Center Muscatine, IA

Muscatine County Fair West Liberty, IA

New Windsor Fair and Rodeo New Windsor, IL

Quad City Air Show Davenport, IA

Quad City Botanical Center Rock Island, IL

Quad Cities River Bandits Davenport, IA

Quad City Times Bix 7 Run Davenport, IA

Rhubarb Festival Aledo, IL

Scarecrow Festival Muscatine, IA

Source: Aledo Main Street Association, Henry County Illinois Tourism Bureau, Muscatine Convention and Tourism Bureau, Quad 
Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Map 1 – Commuter Concentration by Place of Residence into the Quad Cities
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Map 2 – Economic Development Administration (EDA) Infrastructure Investments
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